186	NOTES
This is among the most subtle of Landor's Conversations, on account of its unobtrusive contrast between the impulsive, mercurial, passionate woman's nature beneath the majesty of the queen and the fundamental cynicism of Bothwell swayed at moments by genuine emotion.
page 65. 33. groat: a coin of varying value used in several European countries, in and after the thirteenth century. The word is still used colloquially to suggest something of small worth.
page 66. 7. Pandects: originally the fifty books of Roman civil law, compiled by the order of Justinian, in the sixth century a.d. ; now applied to any complete system of law.
page 69. 6, 7. the religion of your ancestors: Bothwell was a Protestant, and married Mary according to the rites of that Church, though she was, of course, a Roman Catholic.
PETER THE GREAT AND ALEXIS
j Peter   the   Great   (1672-1725),   although   endowed   with   the   highest
qualities of government, which justly earned him the title of 'Father of his Country', was yet at the mercy of ungovernable passions, which often led him to acts of savage brutality. On the one hand, he revolutionized every department of Russian life ; on the other, he punished with the utmost cruelty all who opposed him, including his first wife, Eudoxia, and his eldest son by her, Alexis, who was persuaded back into Russia by a treacherous offer of forgiveness, brought to trial by his father, unanimously condemned by his judges though no real evidence of treason was available, and died either as Landor supposes or under the scourge. Landor neglects the greatness of Peter, though it would appear that he does not exaggerate his fierce passions and gross appetites. He does, however, 'whitewash* the character of Alexis, wh<j inherited his father's vices without his genius and strength of will, and certainly had treasonable intentions, though he found no opportunity of carrying them out.
page 22. 33.    cocker:   pamper.
page 73. 8. my brother of Austria: the Emperor Charles VI, who was brother-in-law of Alexis. He invited Alexis to his court, and offered to allow him 300 florins a month.
page 74. 6.   Kalmuc:   nomad Mongols,  subject to Russia.
13, 14.    when the Polanders and Swedes fell before me:  at Poltava.
16. Saint Nicolas: the patrin saint of Russia. He was Bishop of Vfyra, and persecuted by Diocletian.
26.   Muscovites:  the old nam»e fox Russians.
 32.	Upsal:  the seat of the primate  (metropolitan) of Sweden.
 33.	between  few  and  Livomese:   i.e.   what  wii&  the  extortion  o£
Boney-lenders and merchants. Livornese: adj. of Leghorn (Ital. Livorno).

